
Greetings Teachers! 

 

Hello! It’s the New Year which means 

preparing an exciting year for students and I 

am here to offer you a variety of opportunities 

that can assist you in planning for the new 

school year.  My duties as a naturalist and  

recycling educator include developing and  

presenting recycling education programs for 

the students of Bremer County. 

 

While preparing your schedules for the school 

year, keep in mind that waste reduction  

education fits with national science  

educational standards and benchmarks.  

Topics include: composting, conservation, and 

energy efficiency. All programs are offered for 

free and you can schedule as many activities 

as you wish for your classroom. Feel free to 

give me a call or send an email to discuss          

programs or ideas you may have for your   

students. I look forward to working with you! 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Angie Auel 

 Naturalist/Recycling Educator 

Bremer County Conservation Board 

1104 S. Main, P.O. Box 412 

Tripoli, IA 50676 

(319) 882-4742   

E-mail: angie.auel@co.bremer.ia.us 

 

Bremer County Conservation      
Recycling and   

Waste Reduction Programs 
January 2020 

Garbage Monster 

After reading the story, The Garbage Monster, 

the teacher will dress up one of the students 

with our pretend garbage props. The rest of 

the class can then take a turn “shrinking the 

garbage monster” through composting, 

recycling, and reusing. 

PK-2nd    30-45 minutes 

 

Litter Red Riding Hood 

One of the students and educator will act out 

the skit Litter Red Riding Hood, about a girl 

who goes on a picnic in the woods and makes 

a huge mess! The friendly wolf teaches Litter 

Red Riding Hood about the word litter and 

shows her which parts of her lunch can be 

recycled & composted and which items need to 

go in the garbage can.  

PK-2nd      30-45 minutes 

         

Michael Recycle  

It’s a bird, it’s a plane, it’s a green-caped 

crusader! After the story Michael Recycle, the 

students will wear a green super hero cape and 

fly across the room to recycle household items 

into the simple categories of paper, cardboard, 

metal, and plastic. 

PK-2nd      30-45 minutes 

 

Eco-Picnic 

Have an environmentally friendly picnic! Learn 

ways to pack a lunch with the least amount of 

disposable items. After the picnic we will sort 

the items into recyclables, composting, and 

garbage. 

PK-Adult                30 minutes 



Give a Cheer For Reuse 

After reading the Old Red Rocking Chair, students 

will understand that it takes different skills to 

reuse, repair, and repurpose old items. After a 

“Reuse Show and Tell” students will play games 

made from junk, such as pop bottle bowling, 

cereal box puzzles, and many more! 

PK-2nd    30-45 minutes 

 

Worms Eat My Garbage 

Younger students will learn the different jobs of 

worms in nature. Afterwards, we discuss what 

should or shouldn’t go into the worm bin and how 

to care for the worms. Older students will learn 

about worm biology, vermicomposting, and its 

benefits. And of course, everyone gets to meet the 

worms! Classes can also “worm-sit” for extended 

learning opportunities. 

PK-Adult        30-45 minutes 

 

Recycling Center Tour 

(Field Trip!) 

Experience the recycling process 

first hand! Tour your local 

recycling center, find out what 

materials are processed there and 

what they might become. 

PK-Adult          30 minutes 

 

Trash to Treasures  

Take what many would consider garbage and turn 

it into a unique gift that everyone will enjoy! 

PK-Adult                        30-45 minutes 

 

Mini Recycling Center 

Read a story of Agatha’s Feather Bed. Then use 

our kid-powered conveyor to simulate how 

recyclable materials are sorted in a recycling 

facility (by humans and magnets). Discuss how 

these materials are transformed into new 

products. 

K-6th     45 minutes 

 

Guided Landfill Tours (Field Trip!) 

During your walking tour at the Black Hawk 

County Sanitary Landfill (in rural Waterloo) we will 

watch garbage trucks in action, see a variety of 

items at the small loads area and compost site, 

and learn about the technology and environmental 

protections that are put in place to protect us and 

the environment from our waste. 

1st-Adults    45-60 minutes 

Papermaking   

Make your own recycled paper while learning how 

paper is recycled on a larger scale. Access to     

water and electricity needed. 

1st-Adult                             60 minutes 

 

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle  

Students will learn the difference between the 

3R’s, participate in a relay race at a mock recycling 

center and see some of the fun products that are 

made from recycled items.  

1st-Adult            45-60 minutes 

 

Green Shopping 

This program teaches students how to  

decrease waste when purchasing everyday       

products. Students will go “shopping” and try to 

pick the most environmentally friendly items and 

discuss their choices. 

4th-Adult        45-60 minutes 
 

Wizard of Wartville 

Read the Wizard of Wartville book.  Divide 

students into groups. Give each small group an 

envelope with slips of paper with items that might 

be found in a landfill, as well as slips with the 

amount of time it takes these items to 

decompose. Have each group match up the waste 

item slip with how long they think it will be in a 

landfill before it decomposes or degrades. 

4th-Adult            45 minutes 
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